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Te SOPTERO de st 


OBJET : Rapatriement du Katanga de ]'Iintéressé. 


REDIGE : guite instructi 
de M.1°'A.D.G. 


Le 8 septembre 1961 & 
& la frontiére aéri 


verbales du 20.9.6 








*hre a été co trolé 


au débarquement de 1 Kamina-Bruxelle ligne 
|SH.5318, le ressorti belge V. RISSEGHEM , Jean 
‘mieux qualifié en -Il a déc se rex 


& lint peng 


Aucune trace ‘embarquement du précité dans 
un avion a de tion de la blique du/Congo, 
elles-Nati “ ,n' existe | dans 


le document i 
A mate liaisons aériennes Bruxelles- 


le (& v.v.) sont suspendues depuis 
1;seules les liaisons Bruxelle 

Léoy » lle et Bruxelles-Usumbura continuent 
a's surées depuis cette date.(Congo &/R.U.) 


2 a 


Identity of mentioned persons 


VAN RISSEGHEM, Jan Henri 
de SANTIERON de St-CLEMENT 


Plotzky(All.) 3.9.1923 
spouse FOWKES, Marion 
(Cheerness (G.B.), 30.5.1925 
82, Moederhoefstraat 

LINT (Antwerp) 


September 21, 1961 
FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 


SUBJECT: Repatriation from Katanga of the concerned person 


REDACTED: Following the verbal instructions of September 20, 1961 
of M.1’A.D.G. 


On September 8", 1961 at 1150 Hrs has been controlled on the 
airport border of “Brussels National” on landing of the flight SN .5318 
Kamina-Brussels, the Belgia national citizen VAN RISSEGHEM, Jean 
better qualified in the margin. He declared that he was on his way to 
Lint. 

No trace of the embarkation of the aforementioned in a plane with 
destination to the Republic of Congo from “Brussels-National”, exists in 
this documentation 


Note that the air links, Brussels-Elisabethville & v.v. have been 
suspended since 1.9.1961; only the Brussels-Leopoldville and Brussels- 
Usumbura links have been maintained since that date. (Congo & UK) 
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* * 






FOR PUBLIC RELEASE FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 


Identity of mentioned persons RAPPORT 


TOP SECRET DO NOT COMMUNICATE WITHOUT TAKING NOTICE 
FROM THE EDITOR 


<—-- 


RAPPOR 


SUBJECT : Activities of the permanent delegation o Katanga 
in Brussels. 








REDACTED: ex-officio 
It result from collected information that: 


MASSANGU Jacques 


..tion, that the services of this representation do not engage in 
any recruitment since the return to Belgium of soldiers expelled 
from Katanga by the UNO. 


It should be noted, however, that several of these soldiers 
went to the headquarters of the delegation, rue Marie de 
HAMBURSIN Bourgogne, to settle their administrative situation. A number of 

ot further or more identified | them expressed a violent dissatisfaction because they could not 








a ; &, immediately receive their remaining salary or dismiss notice and 

aie x sae papa aon because they could not get news of their family that was left 

A ep pata oe behind at Elisabethville. 
(ox 9. 
—_ Ss Unkown S.E. Some officers asked the delegation to send them back to 
: prs Wickataed Geter Katanga, but that was refused 
® Born in United Kingdom gt notcertain 
y (Place of born not known It is however likely That some soldiers who were on leave 
& ‘ on April 6th, 1933 with in Belgium at the time of the last events UN / Government of 
Gy British nationality Katanga and were in possession of their return title, returned on 
~\ Pilot their own initiative by a route of their choice. In this case it 
residing at Ipswitch would be military non-expelled military by the UNO because 
United Kingdom, 287 c they were in Europe at the time of this operation. 


Nacton road 
Unknown S.E. 









reports that on 18.09.1961 four people 
claiming to be Belgian officers came to the Maison du Seigneur 
in Genval. The person they wanted to meet and the purpose of 
their visit is not known. Par apres ils se sont rendus dans un 
restaurant des environs ot ils ont pris un copieux repas 
annongant qu'ils partaient le lendemain pour le Katanga. Les 
uns par Brazzaville les autres par Loanda. 





Ce lid, lee 





PUBLIC RELEASE 


FOR PUB LEASE 


According to SEE minister Massangu 


Went to Elisabethville to have a meeting with president Tshombe on 
22/9/61 during about three days. 


On the other hand, at the time of the fighting, UN / Katangan 
Gendarmerie Mr. Marisal sent two emissaries to Mr. Tshombe, probably 
via Brazzaville, not to fight in the ranks of the gendarmerie but to ensure 
the possible needs of the President and offer him if necessary a radio 
transmitter / receiver to restore communications. 


These two emissaries would be a certain HAMBURSIN, not otherwise 
identified, and one named Noél! DE BARTY or DE BARSY (phonetically), not 
otherwise identified. 


In addition, Colonel CASSART left on an unspecified date, but after 
the beginning of UN operations, on board of a Dornier piloted by a 
German and intended exclusively for transport. This aircraft can carry up 
to three people. It had been bought and paid before the last events and 
was sent urgently to Kolwezi via Brazzaville to strengthen the Katangese 
air force. 


*That’s what general Norbert Muke The pilot of the only Fouga Magister able to flight during UN 
chief commander of the Katanga operations is a named Peter Wigstead (phonetic), not otherwise 


gendarmerie told me a Few days 
after the cease fire in September. 
(I think on 24/09/61). “This was not * 


us”, “this is the work of the South Complementary information provided by our source, after this 
Africans”. In fact he called all the j . 
English speaking pilots “South f@Port was written, gives what follows: 
Africans”. - The Dornier plane was already in Brazzaville before the UN 
Victor E. Rosez operation started. It arrived there in spare parts, via a way that was not 
possible for us to track down, but our source states that the crates didn't 
pass through Belgium. 
- So it was from Brazzaville to Kolwezi that the plane was conveyed 
by Colonel Cassart. 
- It is probable but not certain that a second Dornier would have 
left for Katanga, by air, directly from Germany. 
- Unconfirmed information suggests that originally the Katangese 
government had ordered four Dorniers 
- Peter Wigstead is nobody else than Peter Wicksteed as identified 
in the margins of previous page. 


identified), the interested party is presumably of British nationality. * 








FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 


yf aisha Velie ; 


MINISTERE DE LA justice 















, SAUTIERON J 6 “ele Henry 
€ z P need RYss © qney 
FP a f din hem edd BR 
ei 7 Mt pian Algo + cermin sosgluds 


HK - pe lol hl 4 RAF 
Ca~ Adlol= -— & Sane 


-. } ene prlek Ker KeKnye 
hetrn. Ad 


mange han 2/, 
Fithian , vi fd i, sve 











FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 





i ae 


c 
. 


a 
ce 












De La Very Urgent 
SURETE PUBLIO’ 


Administratows Dir 2E 


The military advisor of the 
African Affairs ask us what 
we know about q certain 
. “de SANTIERON de st CLEMENT 
van RISSEGHEM 

It concerns q man born 
In 1923 Belgian father 
Ex RAF pilot 
Ex Pilot of the Sabena 


Contracted as q pilot for the Katanga 


at Plotsky 
and English mother 


7 CS wreeeeee / , an 
fata 9h , 





Tov? 


wi FOR PUBLIC RELEASE | 









Please send urgently 
~ acompetent agent of the 
_____DND to see if between his 
dismissal at the Sabena in 1960 
and his recruitment in Katanga 

at the interested person did not show up 
’ to the army to resume service. 


ee OH. 14-64 
ted de. 
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- PASSEPORT we ’ * * . . . . . . . . . . * *. 
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FICHE D'IDENTITE (en double exemploire) 
_———_—_—— 


wou , . Fru, Mreseguen, v6 Sawtiehou ve SEMEN... 
poamoves «. . VAM~. VEOW.  . wee ee es 
ADRESSE av xaTanoa : . Sf@¢ Aeae 

ApResve ex netoTque : . CWT. Annus... . 
i a ve eee MY... .c8Oe al 
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RAPATRIE DE : Emcee ; Pe Gey 5! ey Se 
EW DATE DU sts... ss . eee @ 4 & o 6 & ¢ eae 
ARRIVEE A BRUXELLES LE: . . oe +) Bakes © 2% o 3 le ata 





N° TELEPHONE (si possi 


0 PROCURATION 


se Mew. 


@onne par le 
pour toucher auprés du Ponds do fol 


oe¢« ©) @ WSL e, ¢ ee 
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or ¢” 


_ PABSRPORT MW° sw. se eee eer er ere 


Identity file (in duplicate) 








WOM: . y a h SS EGHeEM, 0E SAWIIEKOW & oe Sf "CLEMEAT. 


puewoys : , . YAM, yt 


ADRESSE av xaTanoa : . Tad, 7 Prose Mie 


ADRESSE EN neELGTQUE : . FT. Anquete. 
a ee Mea eY, aes whl 


(& défaut : piace d'identité n® et 
De. Malolos, | henake 






N° TRLEPHONE (si possi -* 


2 PROCURATION 
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‘| FOR PUBLIC RELEASE | + * “= 
RAPPORT 


[ndemnite 


| 


des personnes citees 


SUBJECT: Concerning Van Risseghem Jan. 


REDACTED: Following the instructions of the General 
Managing Director on 19.09.61. 


VAN RISSEGHEM de SAUTIERON de ST. CLEMENT 
born at Plotsky, on 3.9.23. 
Spouse: Fowkes Marion (Scheerness, on 30.5.25) 
Lives in Lint nr 82 Moederhoefstraat. 

- He worked for the Sabena as a first officer 
From 16.10.45 until 6.10.60 (dismissed because of 


Inability’. 


- reserve — on 26.9.56 


“ 
It concerns: 


re 
fy 





- On 8.3.61 he made a request to resume active service 
fused-Lack of vacancies 






in the A.F. - Application was re 


- a) He came back from the Congo, by flight 5.318 of 
« 8.9.61 at 1150hrs. 
¢ b) He left Lint \living place) on Septem 
declared to return to Katanga tor 
(Information 









» as 
A om a J - Rgts 
‘ <y ww. o~ In annex photocopies of the identity file of the concerning 

yO person. 

oe, tag it is informed that he was paid on the 17" Sept. 

b There is no file concerning him at the Katangaise mission, 

P the person concerned was indeed recruited locally; it is also 
unclear whether he returned to Katanga. 
In accordance with the instructions of the General 

| Managing Director an investigation is underway (A6- 


Antwerp) in order to know the exact residence of the 


a ee ee 


ber 16th and 





_~ 





A NE PAS COMMUNIQUER, 








& mai 1°94. 


RAPPORT. 


Objet : Volontaire dans la Gendarmerie Katangaise. 


Rédigé: d'office. 










te et certainus 
yes, a fait pnsvie, 
a Gendarmerie Katan 


"La personne dont 1'id 
caractéristiques sont données ci 
apres l'indépendance du Congo, d 
gaise en qualité de volon‘aire. 


Nom t 2 oo erorror mm > 
Prénoms 3: i 


¢ 


Date de naissance ; we 
Adresse : bint ep) = téle STe28052- 


Fonetions 6x e dans la Gendarmerie Katangaise: 


Lieut pee indioné 


la ©) de Wmano - S'VILEE. ( prof. renset pilote|- 
v4 nondteur) 








VAN RISSEGHEM 









& mat 1°94?. 


Suject: Volunteer in the Katanga gendarmerie 


Redacted: ex-officio 









“The person whose identity and certain 
characteristics are given below was, after the independence 
of Congo, a member of the Katangese gendarmerie as a 
volunteer. 


Name : VAN RISSEGHEM 

First Names: 

Born on : 3.9.1923 place not mentioned 
Address : Lint (Antwerp) - tel. 51.28.52 


Functions exercised in the Katangese gendarmerie: 


Cdt of the Luano base - E’ville ( prof info : Pilot - 


instructor) 
registration number: 201.974. 





/ 












Van Ri is6 HEM fom 


ii 
| 





FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 








aa 
FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 


VAN RISSEGHEN OA 


Pilot-laetractor 
a ——EC—H—— 


- back from the Congo, 9% 8.9.67 
: 
- 





_went back to Katanga, 0416.9.67 
was commander at Laane bace-Loville 


_ hig name wags found in the doca- 


mentation of the MAC. 


went back to Katanga,on16.9.61 


>" 
Le | 


FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 





T47.- VAN UISSEC HE Jan 


wv ‘ 


147.—VAN_RISSEGHEM Jan 


Belre,rilote de l'Armée de l'Air Fatangaise 

n‘ le 3 septembre 1923 A Fosky,Allemagne de l'«st; 

auparavant dans la %.1.F. (Armée de l'Air 3ritannique), 

puis pilote de lw Sabena et per la suite Commandant 

dans l'armée de .‘Air Vrn*anzaise. 

Commanda l'un ies Gouras peniant l# ostilités de Septen- 

bre (LIN comnmanda l'autre). A Se renatens Grd Bi uces 

Pase de Luena et toutes ses opé ne étaient/sous la 

direction du Colonel YCLON™ e Major !!IBEN. 

Arr8té le 2- aot 1941 & iv rapatri 6 de Kamina A 

Truxelles le 7 septecbre 4 > se jiossier n® 59 de 
‘Inforzation Militaire). 


Belgian pilot in the Air Force of Katanga. 
Born on September 3th, 1923 at Posky, East Germany; 
at first he was in the R.A.F. (the British Royal Air Force), 
after that he was a Sabena pilot and finally commander in the 
There was only one Fouga, the KAT93, and Katangese Air Force. 
Delin never flew a Fouga on his own, he He commanded one of the Fouga during the hostilities of 
was only the navigator of José Magain. September (Delin commanded the other). Was the commander of 
the Luano base and all operations were conducted under the 
direction of Colonel Volent and Major Hiben. Arrested on August 2 
1961 in E'ville, repatriated from Kamina to Brussels on September 
7, 1961 (see file number 58 of the military information). 


Par apr*s il retour u Katanga et a également fonctionné 
comme arent rour Se i*avion & Salisbury. On l‘'a dit 


uf ians le plan pour maintenir un esqua- After that he returns to Katanga and he also worked as a agent to 


purchase of aircraft at Salisbury. It is said that he was also involv 
to maintain a squadron of the Katangese Air Force in Tchad. 

He is also known un der the name Captain Jan. 

Despite that he was repatriated on September 7", 1961, he came 
l'un des rilotes du Gouga participant aux back as one of the pilots of the Fouga that participated in the 

le centembre. J] est re pre dans le paragrarhe hostilities of September. He appears in paragraph 14 of the report 
rnort 4@ la Covnisrion iirte @es dercensires the Joint Commission on Mercenaries, dated March 7th, 1962. 
tath® % 7 mars 1942;°lusieurs carr orts non confirmés si- Several unconfirmed reports indicate its presence. 

ent sa -résence. Tes raprorts comprennent les infor- These reports include the information provided by Cox and Gerna 


érvalenent iarli 












iron d’aviati taneaisa au “chad. 
"Santain Jan". 


wait ‘+ rapatrié le 7 serteabre 1961,i1 


Sst connu c 
Yaler’ qu’ 
revint 
rosti} 





t‘ons donnéec per Cox et verna-. 


\ J 


FOR PUBLIC RELEASE | ~" 


URGENT 








Sous le couvert ae 
Monsieur HUPPERTS Directeur Général. 


Annexes : 2 listes. 


Monsieur le Ministre, 


se référant a vot Rive n°P.C. 743.2/8 2622, 
du 9.140.796. j'ai i'kenneur, d@vous faire connaftre le 
téeullal des secherches fai dans la docurentation de mes 
services au sujet des per es mentionnées dans votre 
lettre et dans la liste gener. 


Les renseigngméents concernant les personnes figu- 
rant dans les pages 7, 28 & 31, 35, 36 et 42 vous ont 
déja été a 5 écoulé. 


Pour le Ministre: 
L'Administrateur Adjoint, 


S 
¥ 


7 P. WOOT de TRIXHE. 


A Monsieur le an Aec Affrirc: Etrangéres, 
Direction G4nérale C.R.U. 


2, rue des Quatre Bras, 
BRUXELLES 1. 


n°187 Va" RISGEGH& Jen (Ptosky, 5.9.23) 
- rentré du Congo, le &.°9 » 1961, 
- retourné eu Kstanga, le 16.0. 1961, 
- aureit été commandant de la base Imena-c'ville. 





<) 


FOR PUBLIC RELEASE | “~~ 


URGENT 


Under the cover of 
Mr.HUPPERTS, General Director 





Annexes : 2 listes. 


Minister, 


| refer to your letter Number P.C. 743 2/S 
2622, of 9.10.1962. | have the honor to inform you of the 
results of the searches made in the documentation of my 
services concerning the persons mentioned in your letter and 
in the list annexed thereto. 


The information regarding the persons listed in pages 1 to 7, 
28 to 31, 35, 36 and 42 has already been communicated to 
you on the 5". 


For the minister, 
The Deputy Administrator 


To the Minister of Foreign Affairs P. WOOT of TRIXHE 


General Directorate C. R. U. 
2, rue des four bras 
BR ELS 1 


a °487 VAN RISSSGHa Jen sharp 4 5e9ee3) 
- rentré du Congo, le &.9. 1961, 
= retourné eu Kotanga, le 16.9 . i961, 
- aureit été commandant de la base luena~i' ville. 


FOR PUBLIC RELEASE FOR PUBLIC RELEASE : 


Extrait de l'hebdomadaire "Rema 
. rques Congolaises" Extrac 
cee ote. km MRR IDEN: t from the weekly magazine "Remarques Congolaises“ 


» au 2 nove ab | number 35 — 36 , of November 2", 1962 


Militaires Etrangers que 1'0.N.U 


Foreign military that th 
se trouver au Katanga, depuis janvier Y e O.N.U.C. knows from reliable source to 


ait de source sfire 
be in Katanga, since January 1962. 





VAN RISSEGHEM Jan, Belgian, pilot in pilot in the 
Katangese Air Force, born in Prosky (East 
Germany) on September 3th, 1923; (was a member 
of the RAF) was a pilot of the SABENA and became 
a lieutenant-colonel in the Katangese Air Force. 
Commanded one of the Fouga during the hostilities 
of September (Delin was commanding the other). 
Formerly commanded the Luano Air Base and all 
the operations of this base under the orders of 
colonel Volont and major Hirsh. Arrested in 
Elisabethville on August 28, 1961, repatriated from 
Kamina to Brussels on September 7", 1961 (on file 
number 59 of the intelligence services). 
Subsequently returned to Katanga and also served 
as an intermediary for the purchase of aircraft at 
Salisbury. In addition, he allegedly took part in the 
plan to maintain a squadron in Tchad. Is known by 
the pseudonym “Captain Jan". Had been repatriated 
on September 6", 4961, but was one of the Fouga 
pilots who returned to participate in the hostilities of 
September. His name is mentioned in paragraph 14 
of the report of the Joint Commission on 
Mercenaries, dated March 7th, 1962. Although there 
is no written evidence of his activities in 1962, several 
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Brussel, 


MINISTERIE VAN JUSTITIL 
Begg et re at 58, volyMaat. Sf, 
“ 


van de 
OFPRPARE VEILIGHEID yr 


VEILIGHEID VA!) DE ST//T VERTROUWELIJK. 


(te herinneren in het ant soord) 


De Adjunkt Adminisgrateur bij de 


Veiligheid van @ 
aan 


de heer Comm 
district 
van en te 


Vv 
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e 
© 





, 
In ontkem.énd «eval, 


n woten waar hij zich 







[Ik heb adeer U te verzoeken door uw 
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t van het Rijks acht 


“ 


- 


thans bevinct. 


Adjunkt Administrateur 


bij de Veiligheid van de Jjtaat 
KB. = Selicve cp zichtbare wijze % je omslug, waarbi J 
Jit «tuk ter ezcnde .ordt, de melding VERTROU- 
WELIKte plaatsen. 






FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 





Brussel, A 
Department of Justice 58, volg@faat. Sf, 
ibis aSaenarraiattiannmendeiies - 
iva 
management 
of the wr 
PUBLIC SECURIT Confidential , 
SECURITY OF THE STATE 


one mentioned ir tee arava) The deputy administrator at the 


Security of the State 

to 

the commander of the gendarmerie it 
district 

ofandat Antwerpen 


| have the honnor to ask you to 
let check by your services if 


Jan Henri de Santieron de St Clément 
Born on September 3th, 1923 at Plotsky 


really stays at the address: 
pu Lint, 82 Moederhoefstraat. 


In the negative, it would be useful to let me know where he 


is now. 
Gy 
: A / For the deputy administrator at the 
3 Security of the State 


NB - Please place the message "Confidential" in a visible manner on 
the envelope, in which this item is returned 






~ Liaviateur belge Jean #- 
né A Pletexy Bercfelé, le 3. . so 
le 17.9.67 & lea DMlégation Katengeise 
@a situation adainis tive et 1 
reparti & Elisabethville 

le 16.9.61, vie Parts, ri 















fon de voler, le FUGA UGIs 
@ 801 pendant ces deux j en raison des 
pourparlers 6n wee @*un ces e-feu, 


< 





FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 


The Belgian pilot Jean Henri Van Risseghem, born in 
Plotsky Bergfeld on 3.9.1923, went on 17.9.61 to the 
Katangese delegation to settle his administrative and 
financial situation. He left for Elisabethville on his own 
initiative on 18.9.61, via Paris. He arrived in the 
Katangese capital on 21.9.61, two days before the end of 
the operations. He would not have had the opportunity 
to fly, the Fouga Magister, having been kept on the 
ground for the past two days because of the ceasefire 
talks. 








wv MINISTERIE VAN JUSTITILD 





Beheer 
van de 
OFPREARE VEILIGHEID 
, VEILIGHEID VA!) DE STAST 


(te herinneren in het antvoord) 
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58, Sateivests 


V2ERTROUWELI JK. 
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de heer Con t van het Rijks: acht 
district 

van en te Opty 


[k heb Meer U te verzoeken door uw 






oe. 42 oen nagaan of ...- 20 
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: t an. Ae. Raat, = cdubied ae waitin be qtion de Néwe equnepenenee 
werkeli LE OP MEL UTES 8 woeceseenerrererener srssee eran enorsere 
oom, gers haa... tak ar aientaenenel mane 
utkenmrérd “vVa 1, zou het eeeas zijn 
mij veten wanr hij zich thans bevinct. 
G 
© Voor de Adjunkt Administrateur 


BB. = Gelicve of zi 
j tuk terugzeconden wordt, de melding VERTROU- 


WELI UK te 


adit 


bij dg)Veiligheid van de staat 





~ntbare wijze cp de omslug, wasrbdij 


f laatsen. 


Same as dia 18 but better copy quality... 


This copy also shows the reponsable signature. 
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FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 


LI.Ts DU PERSONNEL MILITAIRD ST PRA MILITAIRE ET DES CONSEILLER. 
POLITIQUS5 STR.."GERS TOMBA"NT sOU. LE COUP DES RESOLUTIONS bu 
CON3EIL DE .SCURITE i! D..T+ DED 21 FOVRICR LT 24 “OV. BRS 1961, 
QUI ONT ETS RAPATRILS PR LsS W..TIONS UNILG. 





had Nom Grade. Nationalité DATE/DEP:.RT.« 
331 VAN RISSEGHEM J. Comdt. Bel 7 sept.61 


a 
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ey 
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eee 
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FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 


List of military and paramilitary personnel and foreign political advisers 
subject to Security Council resolutions of 21 February and 24 November 1 
961, and repatriated by the United Nations. 





Number Name Grade Nationality departure date 


331 Van Risseghem J. Cdt Belgian September 7th, 1961 
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VAN_RISSEGHEM Jan Henri 

Born at Plotzky-Bergfeld (Germany) on September 3, 1923 

Alias de Santieron de St Clement 

Alias Captain Jan 

Spouse is a English woman 

Former War Volunteer, former commander Air Force — dismissed 
Sabena pilot , 

Pilot instructor in the Katangese Air Force 

Was repatriated on September 8th, 1961 on orders of the UNO. 


Had piloted one of the famous Fouga-Magister 


Came back very quickly but for a short time to Katanga. He 
would be busy buying planes at Salisbury. 


He was in Loanda/Angola end April 1963. 
Soon after that he was monitor-parachutist at Moorsele. 


In 1965 attached to the national skydiving club, in Brussels, 
chaired by Jean Pierre Bonsang and having as an instructor Captain 
Huybrechts Léon, commander of the paras training center in Schaffen. 





The documents on this slide are asking for questions: 
On following picture | am showing the equipment of the 
Avikat Fouga Magister pilots. | wonder how a beard 
could have been visible. Or did the Fouga Magister 
pilot removed his oxygen mask to salute the 
commercial pilot? 


With the helmet and oxygen mask 

All the documents are showing the possibility that Jan 
Van Risseghem could have been present the 17" near 
Ndola. Several documents are showing contradictions. 
Bob Denard was already in Katanga on September 15. 
| saw him next day in Elisabethville. Despite that some 
documents show that he collected money on 
September 19" in Europe. Same questions arise for 
Van Risseghem. 
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The Gullion Telegram 


In his cable, sent at 11am on 18 September 1961, Gullion correctly identifies the Ndola area 
as the crash site. He also names the suspected Belgian pilot as “Vak Riesseghel”, almost 
certainly a mis-spelling of Jan van Risseghem, who had served in the South African and 
Rhodesian air forces, and commanded the small Katanga air force. 


In another cable sent two days before the crash, Gullion passed on a commercial pilot's 
report that the Belgian mercenary, flying a Katangese jet, “flew wing to wing” with him — a 
highly dangerous manoeuvre.Gullion’s two telegrams call into question Van Risseghem’s 
insistence that he had not been in Katanga in September 1961. Van Risseghem was never 
questioned by any of the official inquiries.” 


The telegram reveals that on the morning after the crash, the Ambassador thought it 
credible that the plane had been shot down by a mercenary pilot — so credible, in fact, as to 
justify asking US diplomats in Brussels and Salisbury [now Harare] to put pressure on the 
Belgian and Rhodesian governments to ground the pilot,” said Dr Williams, a senior 
researcher at the University of London’s Institute of Commonwealth Studies. 
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Robert Denard crossed the Katang/Rhodesia border in the morning of September 15th, 1961, and participated in the September 
events. This is mentioned in his biography and into the Irish records concerning the attack on radio college in the Wangermee avenue 
and where they lost 4 men, 22 others became POW. | met Robert very briefly near to the house of the head of police Gérard Soete and 


Virement de la Banque Nationale Gu Katanga (prévison Achats 
whtonents) 
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his brother on the 16th. Sandor Girkitz was at Ndola on September 17th . 


(this document shows booking dates and not the real-time events) 


Added note made by Victor E. Rosez 
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